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The Brown Bears of Alaska

Story and photos by Nicole Barton

-

Often referred to as the
"Last Frontier," Alaska exudes
an appeal that attracts travelers
looking for something more
than the typical vacation can
give them. Alaska is a natural-
ist's dream with immense areas
of unspoiled beauty. It is by far
the biggest state in terms of land
area bat it is also the least pop-
ulated. Its dramatic glaciers,
endless coastline, smowcapped
mountains and impressive ani-
mals will take your breath
away.

One of the most impres-
sive animals is the Brown Bear.
While the media continues to
cast bears in a negative light, a
trip to Alaska will prove to most
people that this is nothing more
than sensationalism.

Brooks Camp, which is
located in Katmai National

Park, is the perfect place for
those interested in viewing
brown bears in their natural
habitat. The bears congregate
here during certain times of the
year to feast on salmon. Here,
the bears seem to have a respect
for people, as long as they are
respected, in turn. When visit-
ing, everyone must realize that
they are in the bear's territory
and need to give space to the
bears, mnot the other way
around. It is also important not
to get complacent because they
are, of course, still wild animals.
It helps to learn bear behaviors
and follow all instructions given
by the rangers. The rangers are
incredibly brave and take their
jobs very seriously.

For the more timid,

there are also two bear-viewing
platforms from which you have
the opportunity to view the
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